Lewdown Grouped Parish Council

Coryton, Lewtrenchard, Marystow and Thrushelton
Minute No 802
Annual & Ordinary Meetings held on 18" May 2026 at Lewdown Victory Hall

These minutes are provisional until they signed by the chair at the next meeting of the parish council.
Meeting opened 7.31pm
Present:- Andrews (acting chair), Alexander, Metherell, Southcott, Perkins, Wilkinson. Cllr Mott (WDBC)
P. van Delft (clerk).

1. Chairs welcome message and report - Cllr Andrews reported that the council met on 12 occasions
and dealt with 13 planning applications. The Ramps play area was about to release its full potential
thanks to councillors who have worked hard to deal with a lease agreement, funding, and
planning. A two-stage program with the chosen company will provide and erect the equipment.
The council had lost one councilor and gained a new councilor, however there are still vacancies
for 2 councillors. The parish council now supports 2 defibrillators; the second defibrillator having
been purchased by the Lewdown Residents Association. The chairman and 3 councillors met with
Geoffrey Cox MP and MABRAKE, to try and include us into their A.O.N.B, they were informed that
the parish council had rejected the request in 2018.

2. Apologies for absence - Clirs Allison, Mincher and Yeo
Appointment of Officers
3.1 Election of Chair — ClIr Yeo — proposed ClIr Andrews, seconded ClIr Perkins, motion carried.

3.2 Election of Vice Chair — no candidate

3.3 Election of Tree Warden - ClIr Wilkinson — proposed ClIr Andrews, seconded ClIr Metherell,
motion carried

3.4 Election of ‘The Ramps’ Caretaker — ClIr Wilkinson — proposed CllIr Andrews, seconded Clir
Alexander, motion carried

3.5 Election of Snow Warden - ClIr Alexander — proposed Clir Andrews, seconded CllIr Perkins,
motion carried

4. Declaration of acceptance forms were signed.

5. Close of Annual Grouped Meeting 7.38pm

Ordinary Meeting

1. Members of the public open forum — none present.

2. The Parish’s groups and associations open forum — questions, comments and summary of
the previous year activities. None present.

3. Minutes of previous meeting 801 being a true reflection of that meeting to be approved and
signed by the chairman. Proposed ClIr Southcott, seconded ClIr Wilkinson, motion carried.

4. Information Technology Policy — ClIr Southcott proposed to adopt the policy, seconded Clir
Alexander, motion carried.

5. Finance — Approval of Annual Governance & Accountability Returns 2025-26

5.1 Confirmation of Asset register- Proposed ClIr Alexander, seconded CllIr Metherell, carried
Certificate of Exemption — Proposed ClIr Alexander, seconded ClIr Wilkinson, carried
Annual Governance Statement — Proposed ClIr Alexander, seconded ClIr Wilkinson, carried
Accounting Statement — Proposed ClIr Metherell, seconded ClIr Alexander, carried
Internal Audit Report — checked and signed by Mrs Sally Spry.

Confirmation of the dates for the period for the exercise of public rights set for 37 June to
14 July inclusive.
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5.2 Payments were authorised for outstanding invoices:

Elliot Groundcare - Grass cutting £ 120.00

P. van Delft — clerk salary (April — May) £ 566.50
HMRC - PAYE £ 137.88
Community First Insurance — annual premium £ 522.85
Mrs S. Nash — Refund for defibrillator pads and battery £ 160.80
Caledonia Play — The Ramps play equipment stage one. £7,841.70
Information Commissioners Office — annual subscription £ 47.00

Proposed ClIr Southcott, seconded ClIr Wilkinson, motion carried
5.3 R.F.O Reported a combined credit balance after payments of £22,379.04, proposed ClIr
Alexander, seconded Clir Metherell, motion carried.

6. Councillor vacancies for Marystow — No responses to advertisements.

7. Play area updates
7.1 Play equipment stages one and two — Deposit paid for stage one — ClIr Perkins reported that the

‘Springer’ equipment had arrived.
7.2 National Lottery application — Submitted on 6" May, decision will be within 12 weeks.
7.3 S106 update - First stage payment received on 13*" May for the sum of £6534.75

8. Defibrillator - Village location sought for additional machine — After much discussion it was
resolved that consideration for the most populated and isolated parish should benefit from
the second defibrillator. It was concluded that a decision should be met at the next meeting.

9. Reports from ClIrs — Cllr Southcott reported that the Wig Wag lights had not yet been repaired by
D.H. and posed a Health and Safety concern on the highway for road and pavement users. ClIr
Andrews reported that the recent cycle event passing through the parish’s, many of the cyclists
had no warning bells fitted on their bicycles. ClIr Perkins reported that the Dartmoor Authority had
proposed to remove and restore the cast Iron finger highway signs. ClIr Perkins also reported that
both bus shelters were in need of some repairs and maintenance, ClIr Perkins and Wilkinson
offered to do the work. Clir Andrews reported that the Lewtrenchard bench was also in need of
some repairs and maintenance and that the hedge behind the bench was in need of some
pruning. The clerk to write to the owner of the hedge once the information has been provided.

Meeting closed 8.38pm

Date, place and time of next meeting 29*" June, at Lewdown Victory Hall, 7.30pm
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