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Minute No 799           
Ordinary Meeting held on 30th March 2026 at Lewdown Victory Hall    

 
       These minutes are provisional until they signed by the chair at the next meeting of the parish council. 

Meeting opened 7.30pm 
Present:-  Cllrs Yeo (Chair), Mincher (vice chair), Alexander, Allison, Andrews, Metherell, Southcott, Perkins,  
                  Wilkinson. Cllr Mott (WDBC) P. van Delft (clerk).          

1. Apologies for absence – Caroline Mott (WDBC)     
2. Lew Trenchard primary school – heating problem – Cllr Alexander reported that the School head 

Liz Davy had received a response from ‘An Darus Trust’ who administer the school. A.D.T. wrote to 
suggest that the repair/replacement heating system would cost in excess of £200,00. Cllr 
Alexander thought that this was an excessive sum and asked the council if the clerk could write to 
Cllr Grainger and ask for his intervention to resolve this most urgent heating issue, in particular 
why the cost is so much and what the actual quotation covers, also when the heating system will 
be operational again. Clerk to action.   

3. Members of the public open forum – no members present  
4. Declarations of Interest – Cllr Alexander item 9.3 
5. Minutes of previous meeting 798 being a true reflection of that meeting was approved and signed 

by the chair. Proposed Cllr Andrews, seconded Cllr Southcott, motion carried 
6. Cllr Mott (WDBC) report – no current news   
7.   Planning app. 0383/26/HHO – Householder application for extension & conversion of existing  
                                  garage/store. 2 Cross Roads, Lewdown, EX20 4DP 
       Council decision – support – Proposed Cllr Alexander, seconded Cllr Andrews, motion carried.  
       Planning app. 0453/26/FUL – Proposed calf rearing building, Ford Farm, Coryton, EX20 4PG   
       Council decision – support – Proposed Cllr Southcott, seconded Cllr Allison, motion carried.   

   8.   Finance –  
8.1 Payments were authorised for the following;  
                Clerk salary – Feb - Mar       £566.50 

 HMRC – Clerk paye         £137.88 
 P Van Delft – Clerk expenses – refund     £141.24  
 Vision ICT – Web hosting & email provider     £215.58 

Proposed Cllr Alexander, seconded Cllr Southcott, motion carried.   
          8.2 R.F.O. reported a combined credit balance of £20,550.96, proposed Cllr Andrews, seconded 
                 Cllr Metherell, motion carried.  
   9.   Play area updates  
          9.1 Lease agreement - update – still awaiting the return of the final copy.  
          9.2 Play equipment – Cllr Perkins provided a two stage purchase plan, this consisted; 
                  Stage one – Purchase swing frame, basket swing, and mats, installation and delivery total cost  
                                          £15,683.40 inc VAT 
                 Stage two – Purchase Octagonal tower with accessories, mats & delivery, estimated cost 
                                          £27,300.00 inc VAT 
                 Cllr Perkins asked a motion to support and proceed with stage one, funding from s106 fund  
                 with the balance to come from previous fundraising activities. Motion proposed Cllr Andrews,  
                 seconded Cllr Southcott, motion carried.       
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          9.3 Section 106 - The R.F.O. to submit an application asap for the sum of £10,933.26 to hep with the  
                 purchase of stage one items.  
          9.4 Safety Nets – Cllr Perkins provided an estimate of £1000 for the purchase of safety nets, it  
                 was resolved to make further enquiries for the equipment and seek support from the Cricket  
                 club for the installation. Cllr Metherell to discuss with the chair of the Cricket Club.              

10. Cllr reports – Cllr Mincher reported that the Car Park at the Cross Park development that is  
       intended for school teacher use still has no signage and markings. More items of unfinished work  
       remain for the development.  
11.  Councillor vacancies – Two councillors for Marystow – clerk to arrange advert in newslink.    
12. Information & Technology policy – Cllr Mincher to review the draft and provide a copy for the next  
      meeting.   
13. Highways – Cllr Southcott informed that the Wig Wag lights still remain inoperative despite having  
      contacting them. Cllr Metherell reported that the ‘stop’ lighting has now been repaired.  
14. Correspondence – none 
15. Emergency plan – Cllr Southcott reported that just one item remained outstanding. 
16. Noticeboard repairs – Cllr Wilkinson reported that the glass for the doors had been purchased and  
      delivered to Mr Spry for final repairs.  
17. Defibrillator – repairs and replacement – awaiting D.H.F. response to grant application.  
Meeting closed 8.50pm 
 
Date, place and time of next meetings for Annual Parish Meeting and Ordinary Meeting on Monday 
27th April, Lewdown Victory Hall, 7.30pm  
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