Lewdown Grouped Parish Council

Coryton, Lewtrenchard, Marystow and Thrushelton
Minute No 797
These minutes are provisional until they signed by the chair at the next meeting of the parish council.
Meeting opened 7.30pm
Present:- Clirs Yeo (Chair), Alexander, Allison, Andrews, Metherell, Perkins, Southcott, Wilkinson
P. van Delft (clerk).

1. Apologies for absence - Paul Mincher, Caroline Mott (WDBC)

2. Members of the public open forum — 4 members present — Parishioners raised concerns that
flooding had again occurred in the vicinity of Coryton Station, whilst measures to divert flood
water away from nearby properties had taken place, the continuing problem was now very severe.
This problem was not new and ClIr Perkins informed that several incidents had been reported by
councillors to D.H. Parishioners provided details of highway incidents of stranded and flooded
vehicles, vehicles driving on wrong side of the road. Recent inspection of the drains appeared that
they were blocked and have collapsed. A request to ask the pc for more intervention with D.H.
ClIrs Yeo, Perkins, Andrews and Southcott, informed that the pc would take further action and
report to D.H. including the DCC councillor James Grainger.

3. PART 2. Meeting to open 7.47pm Motion to open proposed Cllr Andrews, seconded ClIr
Alexander, motion carried. Public bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 pursuant to section 1(2)
of the public bodies (admission to meetings) act 1960 that because of the confidential nature of
the business to be discussed, the public and press will be excluded from the meeting at this point.
No public came back to the meeting on the close of Part 2. Meeting closed 8.18pm motion
proposed Cllr Andrews, seconded ClIr Alexander, motion carried.

4. Declarations of Interest — Clir Alexand Item 11, Cllrs Andrews and Metherell item 8.

5. Minutes of previous meeting 796 being a true reflection of that meeting were approved and
signed by the chair. Proposed ClIr Andrews, seconded ClIr Alexander, all in favour.

6. Clir Mott (WDBC) report — no new news due to Christmas break.

7. Planning app. 3596/25/FUL — Dismantling existing building and erection of a self-build dwelling as
alternative to change of use to a dwelling under prior approval Class Q 1518/24PDM
Land at Allerford Farm, Portgate, Lewdown, EX20 4PU
Council decision — Object — proposed Clir Metherell, seconded Clir Andrews, all in favour.

8. Grant application — Lewdown Recreation Ground Trust — ground maintenance £230, motion to
support proposed by ClIr Southcott, seconded ClIr Perkins, motion carried
Grant application Lewdown Victory Hall - wipeable table cloths £139, motion to support proposed
by ClIr Southcott, seconded ClIr Allison, motion carried.

9. Finance -
9.1 Authorise payments for the following;
Clerk salary — Dec- Jan £566.50
HMRC - Clerk paye £137.88

West Devon Borough Council — Planning app for the Ramps play area.  £147.00
Motion to support proposed by Clir Metherell, seconded ClIr Andrews, all in favour.

9.2 R.F.O. Reported a credit balance after payments £22,356.84 Motion to support proposed by
ClIr Alexander, seconded Cllr Andrews, all in favour.

9.3 Approval of Budget & Precept 2026-27. The R.F.O. recommended a budget of £11,622 and a
precept of £11,192 would be requested. The budget now included extra funding for the new
Ramps play area. Motion to support the budget and precept proposed by CllIr Perkins,
seconded ClIr Southcott, all in favour.
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10. ClIr reports — ClIr Perkins reported that since the recent weather storms stone debris had come
down to Lewtrenchard Manor junction, Cllr Perkins to report to D.H. ClIr Perkins also provided
video coverage of the recent flooding in the vicinity of Coryton Station plus all the recorded
reports that had been sent to D.H.
Cllr Alexander reported that he had discussions with the head of Lewtrenchard Primary school
regarding the existing failing heating system, the oldest boiler has now been condemned and not
fit for use. Temporary electric heating has been installed but this was only just moderately heating
the school and not a long-term solution. With approval from the head of L.P.S. ClIr Alexander
suggested that the pc write to Daras Multi Academy Trust to seek very urgent remedial work to
provide a new suitable heating system, Clir Alexander also suggested that the D.D.C. councillor is
also copied in on the correspondence to seek his support. Cllr Alexander proposed the motion to
write a letter, seconded ClIr Southcott, all in favour.
Cllr Metherell reported that the collapsed hedging opposite Jethro’s had been removed by D.H.
Cllr Southcott provided details of a presentation he had recently attended on the ‘Digital
Changeover’, details of how to mitigate against power-cuts and maintain a working telephone.
The existing copper phone network is expected to cease in January 2027.
9.30am — An extension to the meeting was proposed ClIr Yeo, seconded ClIr Perkins, all in favour.
11. Play area updates
11.1 Lease agreement — The lease was signed by an authorised solicitor and sent back to Ashfords.
The agreement is now to be countersigned by the Recreation Field Committee, and the Baring
Gould Corporation.
11.2 Planning application - Now payment has been authorised it will be submitted asap.
11.3 Play equipment - no new information.
11.4 Section 106 - update — The clerk provided details from recent WDBC correspondence
Informing of the funding guidelines and provided details how the pc would need to proceed
The clerk to respond to WDBC with the council’s objectives.
12. Councillor vacancies for Marystow and Thrushelton — no interest yet, it was resolved that another
advert goes into the next edition of Newslink.
13. Highways — Coryton Station, flooding — see item 10. ClIr Perkins informed she used some grit in
Coryton and required a top up, Clir Metherell informed that stock of grit was still available.
14. Correspondence - including a connectivity forum invitation, parishioner broadband information,
and thank you messages from organisations that had recently received grants.
15. Emergency plan — update — ClIr Southcott to provide the final update at the next meeting.

Meeting closed 9.58pm

Date, place and time of next meeting Monday 23" February, Lewdown Victory Hall, 7.30pm
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